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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of February 19, 2004. Claims 1,12, 20, 
26 and 33 are independent claims. Claims 1-41 are pending and have been considered 
below. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 2/19/2004. The submission is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-14, 16-22, 24-29, 31-39 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lin etal. (US6369835B1). 

Claims 1. 12. 20. 26 and 33: Lin discloses system, method and computer-readable 

media comprising: examining a plurality of nodes within a media timeline (Column 19, 

Lines 46-49), wherein: the media timeline is for exposure over an application 

programming interface (API) (Column 10, Lines 42-54); and one or more said nodes 

reference respective media (Fig. 14: items 354, 356); and dividing the media timeline 
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into one or more presentations, wherein each said presentation describes a rendering of 
the media for a particular interval of time (Column 17, Lines 32-42). 
Claims 2. 3. 21. 22. 27 and 28: Lin discloses system, method and computer-readable 
media as described in claims 1,1, 20, 20, 26 and 26, wherein: each said presentation 
describes a collection of software components that, when executed, provides the 
described rendering for the particular interval of time (Column 8, Lines 1 1-33); and each 
said collection does not change for the particular interval of time described by a 
respective said presentation (Column 8, Lines 1 1-20). 

Claims 4 and 35: Lin discloses method as described in claim 1 , wherein: each said 
presentation describes a respective partial topology of software components (Column 8, 
Lines 33-39); and the respective partial topology is for resolving into a full topology that 
references each software component utilized to render a respective said presentation 
(Column 8, Lines 33-46). 

Claim 5: Lin discloses method as described in claim 1, wherein: each said presentation 
describes a collection of software components that, when executed, provides the 
described rendering of the media for the particular interval of time (Column 10, Lines 
43-54); and the method further comprises: loading each said software component 
described by a first said collection (Column 10, Lines 43-46: video); executing each said 
software component described by the first said collection (Column 10, Lines 43-45); and 
loading each said software component described by a second said collection (Column 
10, Lines 43-46: audio). 
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Claim 6: Lin discloses method as described in claim 5, wherein each said software 
component that is described by the second said collection is loaded during the 
executing of the first said collection (Column 8, Lines 43-48: audio). 
Claim 7: Lin discloses method as described in claim 1 , further comprising receiving a 
request from the application over the API to render the media timeline (Column 10, 
Lines 48-54). 

Claims 8 and 36: Lin discloses method and source as described in claims 1 and 33, 
wherein at least one said node is configured to reference an effect to be applied to an 
output of said media referenced by the node (Column 10, Lines 55-65). 
Claims 10 and 37: Lin discloses method and source as described in claims 1 and 33, 
wherein at least one said node is configured for communication of events to another 
said node such that a change may be made to the media timeline while the media 
timeline is rendered (Column 19, Lines 46-52). 

Claims 11 and 19: Lin discloses one or more computer readable media comprising 
computer executable instruction that, when executed on a computer, direct the 
computer to perform the method of claims 1 and 12 (Column 5, Lines 48-54). 
Claim 13: Lin discloses method as described in claim 12, wherein the rendering further 
comprises: examining the media timeline (Column 19, Lines 46-49); and dividing the 
media timeline into the one or more presentations, wherein each said presentation 
describes a collection of software components utilized to render said media for a 
particular interval of time (Column 17, Lines 32-42). 
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Claim 14: Lin discloses method as described in claim 12, wherein the rendering further 
comprise dividing the media timeline into the one or more presentations such that: each 
said presentation describes a collection of software components utilized to render said 
media for a particular interval of time (Column 17, Lines 32-42); and each said collection 
does not change for the particular interval of time described by a respective said 
presentation (Column 8, Lines 11-20). 

Claim 16: Lin discloses method as described in claim 12, wherein: the rendering further 
comprises dividing the media timeline into the one or more presentations such that each 
said presentation describes a collection of software components utilized to render said 
media for a particular interval of time (Column 10, Lines 43-54); and the method further 
comprises: loading each said software component described by a first said collection 
(Column 10, Lines 43-46: video); executing each said software component described by 
the first said collection (Column 10, Lines 43-45); and loading each said software 
component described by a second said collection (Column 10, Lines 43-46: audio). 
Claims 17 and 24: Lin discloses method and one or more computer-readable media 
as described in claims 12 and 20, wherein at least one said node is configured to 
reference an effect to be applied to an output of said media referenced by the node 
(Column 10, Lines 55-65). 

Claim 18: Lin discloses method as described in claim 12, wherein at least one said 
node is configured for communication of events to another said node such that a 
change may be made to the media timeline while the media timeline is rendered by 
performing at least one of the following: changing to a property of the at least one said 
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node (e.g. ".qtm", ".mov", ".avi" or "mooV") (Column 3, Lines 3-10); adding one or more 
additional said nodes as a child to the at least one said node; removing one or more 
said nodes that are children of the at least one said node; adding an effect to the at 
least one said node; and removing an effect from the at least one said node (Column 3, 
Lines 3-61). 

Claims 25 and 32: Lin discloses one or more computer-readable media and system as 
described in claims 20 and 26, wherein the media timeline includes a plurality of nodes 
(Column 19, Lines 46-49); at least two said nodes reference respective said media (Fig. 
14: items 354, 356); and at least one said node is configured for communication of 
events to another said node such that a change may be made to the media timeline 
while the media timeline is rendered (Column 19, Lines 46-52). 
Claim 29: Lin discloses system as described in claim 26, wherein each said 
presentation: describes rendering of said media for a particular interval of time (Column 
8, Lines 11-33); describes a collection of software components that, when executed, 
provide the described rendering (Column 8, Lines 11-33); and the collection does not 
change for the particular interval of time described (Column 8, Lines 11-20). 
Claim 31: Lin discloses system as described in claim 26, wherein: the media timeline 
includes a plurality of nodes (Column 19, Lines 46-49); at least two said nodes 
reference respective said media (Fig. 14: items 354, 356); and at least one said node is 
configured to reference an effect to be applied to an output of media referenced by the 
node (Column 19, Lines 46-55). 
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Claim 34: Lin discloses timeline source as described in claim 33, wherein each said 
collection does not change for the particular interval of time described by a respective 
said presentation (Column 8, Lines 11-20). 

Claim 38: Lin discloses timeline source as described in claim 33, wherein the media 
timeline is configured for dynamic creation such that at least one said node is created 
while the media timeline is rendered (Column 1 1 , Lines 9-16). 
Claim 39: Lin discloses timeline source as described in claim 33, wherein the media 
timeline is configured for dynamic loading such that metadata included in at least one 
said node specifies a collection of said nodes to be loaded when the media timeline is 
rendered (Column 11, Lines 4-16). 

Claim 41: Lin discloses timeline source as described in claim 33, further comprising 
means for translating a time specified by one said node for rendering the one said node 
with respect to a time specified by another said node (Fig. 2: items 66, 78B, 78C and 
98). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 9, 15, 23, 30 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lin et aj. (US6369835B1) in view of French et al. 
(US6266053B1). 

Claims 9 and 40: Lin discloses method and source as described in claims 1 and 33, 
Lin does not teach "node is specified as read-only", but French does teach input object 
is read-only (Column 9, Lines 24-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include read-only 
in Lin's systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently protect 
node (Column 9, Lines 24-30: object) being override. 

Claim 15. 23 and 30: Lin discloses method, one or more computer-readable media and 
system as described in claims 12 and 20, wherein the rendering further comprises: Lin 
does disclose "dividing the media timeline into the one or more presentations" (Column 
10, Lines 43-48) but Lin does not teach "each said presentation describes a respective 
partial topology of software components; and the respective partial topology is for 
resolving into a full topology that references each software component utilized to 
provide a respective said presentation." French does teach topology (Column 9, Lines 
17-24: graph). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to include partial or full topology in Lin's 
systems. One would have been motivated to do so in order to efficiently utilized 
topology on presentation (Column 9, Lines 17-24: graph). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Kiran K. Shrestha whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-1691. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday 
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone 
number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2100 is (571) 273-3800. Draft 
or Informal faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be submitted directly 
to the examiner at (571) 270-2691. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 



KKS 

June 21, 2007 



John W. Cabeca 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 




